Elevated epiregulin expression predicts poor prognosis in gastric cancer.
Epiregulin (EREG) is a novel family member of EGF-like ligands and have elevated expression in a variety of human cancers. EREG expression promotes tumor progression and metastasis and reduces patient survival. However, the expression of EREG and its prognostic value are not clear in gastric cancer (GC). We assessed EREG mRNA and protein expression in GC tissues from Chinese patients using quantitative real-time polymerase chain reaction (qRT-PCR) and immunohistochemical staining of tissue microarray, and analyzed the correlation between the level of EREG expression and patient clinical characteristics and prognosis. We found that EREG expression was significantly higher in GC tissues than in matched adjacent noncancerous tissues. High EREG protein expression in GC was significantly associated with TNM stage including tumor size, lymph node metastases and distant metastases as well as poor overall survival. These finding demonstrate that EREG is an independent prognostic biomarker for GC.